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with people in DC to try to deal with the prob-
lems here. We know we have a lot of challenges
in dealing with homelessness, not the least of
which is that the fastest growing group of home-
less people are women and their children. And
we’ve got to stay after this.

I’d like to say one other thing, too, on this
Thanksgiving. Yesterday I made an announce-
ment that an agreement for peace has been
made in Bosnia. A lot of people today are asking
questions about how it will all be implemented.
I’d just like to ask you to think of one human

fact. In that little country so much smaller than
ours, in that little bitty country, there are one
million homeless families because of that war.
So I hope on this Thanksgiving we can help
more of our own people to find homes and
we can help them to go home.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:49 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Marion Barry of
the District of Columbia. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony
November 22, 1995

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, wel-
come to the Rose Garden, and Happy Thanks-
giving. I want to acknowledge, especially, Ken-
neth Rutledge, the chairman of the National
Turkey Federation, his wife, Brenda, his son,
John; Stuart Proctor—Kenneth is the chairman;
Stuart Proctor is the president of the Turkey
Federation, his wife, Sherry. I also want to rec-
ognize the presence here of Congressman Cal
Dooley. And I want to on this cold day warmly
welcome the young people and the volunteers
who are here from the Boys Club, the Girls
Club of America, the Big Brothers and Big Sis-
ters program, and the members of the
AmeriCorps program from Baltimore. [Ap-
plause] Thank you. I also want to say that’s
the most multicolored, best looking turkey we’ve
had here since I’ve been President.

You know, we’re here today to have a little
fun and to begin the official Thanksgiving in
our country that we give every year at this time
for the blessings that God has given us, for
the personal gifts he’s given us, the gifts of
our families and communities and to our great
country.

Thanksgiving is a uniquely American holiday,
as all of you know. It goes back to our
foundings. But I think it’s important to note
that the first official proclamation of Thanks-
giving, issued by a United States President, was
issued by Abraham Lincoln during the Civil
War, when our people were overwhelmingly
preoccupied with their problems and indeed
with whether our country would even continue

to exist. Nevertheless, Mr. Lincoln reminded us
that we had things to be thankful for.

On this Thanksgiving here in America, we’ve
got a lot to be thankful for. The combined rates
of unemployment and inflation in our country
are at their lowest in 27 years. Home ownership
and new business formation and the stock mar-
ket now are at an all-time high, all three of
them. Maybe even more important, the crime
rate, the welfare rates, the poverty rates, they’re
all down this year, and we’re grateful for that.
I’m grateful that the United States has been
a force for peace, from the Middle East to
Northern Ireland and to Haiti and now of
course, we hope, in Bosnia.

But we should never forget that there are
still people in our country that need our concern
and our caring. The young people who are here
today are interested in making the most of their
own lives and serving those in their community.
And that’s an important part of Thanksgiving
as well. We have obligations to our parents and
to our children, to people who are disabled or
otherwise, through no fault of their own, need
a helping hand.

And just before I came here, I was with Sec-
retary Cisneros and the First Lady at a homeless
shelter here in Washington, DC, where we were
feeding people. And I’m sad to say I saw a
fresh and personal example of the fact that the
fastest growing group of homeless people in our
country are young women and their young chil-
dren.
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So on this Thanksgiving we should be thankful
for our blessings, and we should redouble our
resolve to do everything we can to make Amer-
ica a place of honor and decency and commu-
nity, where we can all give thanks.

I’d like to say one other thing, too. I’m very
proud of the United States negotiators who did
so much to help to bring about the peace agree-
ment in Bosnia yesterday. There will be many
questions in the days ahead about all the things
that have to be answered before we can go
forward with this project. And I expect to be
addressing the Nation about it shortly.

But let me just remind you of one thing on
this Thanksgiving eve. Among other things, in
that tiny country, so much smaller than the
United States, there are one million homeless
people. So I say, on this Thanksgiving, I hope
God will bless the peace and bring those folks
home again as well.

Let me now turn to the moment at hand,
which I look forward to every day—every year,
I mean. This is a—[laughter]—I wouldn’t mind
having it every day, actually. In 1947, President
Truman began this great tradition of accepting
a Thanksgiving turkey and then granting it a
Presidential pardon.

[At this point, the turkey gobbled.]

The President. You can see one person thor-
oughly agrees with my decision here. [Laughter]
This year, I guess we can say, since the Govern-
ment is back to work, I can at least grant to

one living thing in America, a permanent fur-
lough. [Laughter]

Approximately 45 million turkeys will be con-
sumed tomorrow all across our country but not
this one. As in previous years, it will be donated
to Kidwell Farms, a petting zoo in Fairfax, Vir-
ginia. I am glad to be able to give this turkey
a pardon. And as I said, if you look at his
very patriotic red, white, and blue face and
feathers, it seems like the American thing to
do on Thanksgiving.

I believe this turkey was born in the State
of California and raised there. And we’re de-
lighted to have the turkey and the turkey’s
owner come all the way from California. And
to all the farmers who raise turkeys in North
Carolina, Minnesota, California, my home State
of Arkansas, and throughout the country, let me
say we appreciate what you do for our agricul-
tural sector and for the nutrition of the United
States.

But I’m very glad that one of your products
is going to be exempt from the cruel fate that
will make so many of us happy tomorrow. And
by this action, I hereby pardon this turkey.
There are so many turkeys in Washington, I
should pardon at least one a year, I think.
[Laughter]

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

The President’s Radio Address
November 25, 1995

Good morning. All across our Nation this
weekend, American families are coming together
to give thanks for the good things in our lives.
Hillary and I wish all of you a happy and healthy
Thanksgiving weekend. As we rejoice in our
blessings in the company of our loved ones,
let’s also give thanks for America’s blessings and
for all we have achieved as a nation.

This week, after a tough debate on the Fed-
eral budget, we made important strides toward
what I hope will be common ground. Our Gov-
ernment is open again, and the Republican lead-
ers in Congress have agreed to work with me

to find a process so that we can establish our
Nation’s priorities together.

I hope we can balance the budget in a way
that is true to our fundamental values: expecting
responsibility from all our citizens but also pro-
viding opportunity so that we become a society
in which everybody has a chance to win, not
a winner-take-all society; honoring our obliga-
tions to our senior citizens through Medicare
and Medicaid while also making investments for
the next generation in education, environment,
research, and technology; helping our families
to be stronger and stay together; and ensuring
that America remains the strongest force in the
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